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Stewardship Campaign 2011  
Planting seeds . . .Growing Disciples                - Fr. Samuel Colley-Toothaker 

                                                

     My Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

          Once again we find ourselves in autumn. For many of us the Fall is a welcomed relief 

from the heat and humidity of summer months. We look forward to returning to those things 

which occupy us in our daily lives having recreated and re-created ourselves in the hazy, lazy 

days of summer.  

     Autumn is also the time of year when the Church asks each of us to consider, with prayerful 

intension, those things in life that are of value to us and that we hold in sacred trust. Our church 

program year begins. Our worship life is renewed with the beginning of Advent, and we look 

with faith and hope to the promise and joy of the incarnation, the birth of the Christ child. 

     It is also the traditional time in the year when the church asks us to give an accounting of 

how we have been faithful stewards of all that God has given to uséhow we have used the grace upon grace that has been 

freely poured out into the vessel of our lives by our heavenly Father.  

     All too often when we hear the word stewardship, we think immediately of fall pledges for the church. Indeed, for 

many Episcopalians, October or November can feel like another April 15th! Stewardship, however, is far more than 

"paying church taxes" or "meeting a budget."  

     For many, stewardship is about acknowledging who we are and whose we are, and what we have as gifts from God to 

be shared with the people and the world around us,  

     Using the name stewardship gives us an opportunity to express a fundamental understanding of life with God. At its 

core, stewardship refers to a way of living that sees life in all of its parts as held in trust from God. As Christians, we 

know ourselves to be stewards rather than owners.  

     Feeling grateful and expressing gratitude is central to how stewards spend their time, energy, and attention. Gratitude is 

an attitude, a way of life really, that we ought to demonstrate in every facet of our life, in particular within our life in the 

church. 

    This is why stewardship is best viewed as a foundational aspect of the Christian life. We are stewards of the mysteries 

of God, stewards of one another, stewards of the world in which we are planted, stewards of our time and treasure and 

talents.  

    The challenge before each of us at Epiphany Episcopal Church is to move from an April 15th way of thinking, 

begrudgingly paying the Ecclesiastical tax that has been assessed by statute, to a Dec. 25th point of view, to an attitude of 

gratitude and joyful giving, born from our personal and humble acknowledge that all we have, who we are, our very being 

is gift...grace from God. 

    The opportunity before us is to move from a once-a-year pledge drive to a year-round, holistic understanding and 

experience of stewardship.  

    One of my friends has a favorite expression: "God is good!" So simple . . . so to the point . . . so profoundly true. This 

joyful exclamation is filled with gratitude, as it recognizes that all good things come from our Heavenly Father, who loves 

us.  

     Clearly each of us is blessed by Godéwe see so many signs of His love each day. Count your blessings and I am sure 

that you will respond with a grateful heart: God is good!  

 

Ever your faithful servant, 

Fr. Sam+ 

 

Hold the Date: DACAS wiƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ IŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ Messiah, Sunday 

December 4, 5:00 PM, at The Church of the Epiphany 



   Kirkin of Tartans October 23, 11:00 
  Meet in the Church Parking Lot on Jefferson 
Avenue at 10:30Σ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ άƪƛƭǘ ǳǇέ ŀƴŘ 
process behind the Piper, Policemen, Firemen, 
Parishioners, Scottish and Celtic Community, 
Friends and more! We will process to the pipes 
down Patton, up S. Ridge Street, left on Main at the 
Post Office and into the church for the annual 
Tartan Blessing followed by a reception with 
dancers and authentic food and beverages. 
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Our ά/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊέ is full! 

It was pure enlightenment to us as we put together the beautiful 

new events calendar for Epiphany Church and Schoolτas to the 
number of things going on at this church and school. The calendar 
is literally packed with events, meetings, and things to do. It is 
mind-boggling the number of activities here on a daily basis. 
These calendars are a great communications tool, and will be 
handed out during the Stewardship campaign. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

               Spotlight on outstanding EES Students:  aŀŘŘƛ /ŀǊǊŀŎƛƴƻΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ adventure 
  June, 2011: EES eighth grader Maddi Carracino was eager and excited to get going--ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ  

now until later, out of the ocean,  that New Smyrna Beach, Florida had the highest shark attack rate in 
the country! 
   This  vacation ǿŀǎ aŀŘŘƛΩǎ first extended time away from home. She was staying with cousins and 
other relations in Florida after having flown down there by herself, also for the first time. That was a 
breeze, except for the blip when she was so excited the night before she stayed up late and overslept, 
having to catch a later flight. Oh well. That was not to spoil her fun. Maddi wanted to push it a bit - to 
the edge, and do some more things she had never done.  
   Day 1: Tubing. Petted an armadillo. Learned later from her cousins that this was a big NO NO! What 
the heck. This was to be an adventure and timid is not in her vocabulary. 
   Day 2: First real visit to the beachτNew Smyrna. Sharks and aligators rumored. Fortunately, none 

reared their heads or fins. Maddi tried surfing for the first time catching a few waves, but was a bit more successful at boogie 
boarding. 
   Day 3: Deep sea fishing and scalloping 50 miles out to sea. (Maddi could actually hear the clicking 
of the scallops). Sea sickness was fought off with ginger pills. No worries for our Maddi. Caught a sea 
catfish, and true to her somewhat fearless nature,  Maddi grabbed it.  Another big no, no. These 
creatures are quite dangerous. [ǳŎƪƛƭȅ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ άǎǘǳƴƎέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ рл ƳƛƭŜǎ 
out as the huge catfish can spear flesh and even leave their stingers embedded. Large Manta Rays 
swam all around the boat.  
   Day 4Υ  Cŀǎǘ ǘǳōƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ ōƻŀǘΦό{ŜŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘύΦ άCŀǎǘŜǊΗ CŀǎǘŜǊΗέ LŦ aŀŘŘƛ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƛǇŜ 
out, she wanted to do it in an extreme fashion as she was not there to be timid. 
   Day 5: Weeki Wachee, Florida: Swam off a kayak next to huge but gentle mother Manatees (Sea 
Cows) and their babes. {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀǊǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΩ backs after 
being hit by boats. Sadly, the Manatee is thus becoming an endangered species. 
   All in all it was a breathtakingly good time for Maddi who has an innate sense of adventure and wonder. She plays the violin, and is 
taking violin, piano and wants to attend Juilliard School of the Arts in New York ultimately performing on stage.  She has also taken 
ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά!ƭƛŎŜ ƛƴ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘέΦ 
   At EES, Maddi loves English, Science and Social Studies. As for her ambitions to be a New York performer, we believe this lovely, 
smart, vivacious, polite and intelligent young woman will accomplish anything she sets her mind to. We are anxious to watch her life 
of adventure unfold and watch her perform in whatever arena she chooses. 

October Birthdays:  3- Jan Barnett; 7 ï Dan Davis; 7 ï Cathy Hincker; 9 ï 

Sheryl Grekos; 9 ï Janet Laughlin; 12 ï Sherin Light; 13 ï George Jackson; 

14 ï Henry Gravely; 17 ï Sam Colley-Toothaker; 19 ï Don Webb; 21 - Erica 

Thomson; 23 ï Grace Holland; 25 ï Michael Atkins; 25 ï Evie Jackson; 27 ï 

Isiah Warner; 30 ï Wade McCune; 30 ï Mike Mondul; 31 ï Walker Dodson 

October Anniversaries:  15 ï David Hungerland & Wendy Sampson; 13 ï 

Sam & Linda Colley-Toothaker; 16 ï Janet & John Laughlin; 21 ï Carol and 

Dillon Barnett; 22 ï Laynie & Chad Harrison; 24 ï Nancy & Bob Jiranek; 31 

ï Evie & Brett Jackson 

October Altar Guild:   Henrietta Abercrombie; Millie Dunston; Lalor Earle; 

Delphine Ley; Nancy Oakes; Jane Wiseman 
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                   School Commission Inaugural Meeting 
The EES School Commission was recently formed to serve as a sub-commission of and to 
make recommendations to The Vestry of Epiphany Church. This reorganization away from 
A Board of Trustees was set in place to better fit the model of the School as a Mission of 
The Church. Members are: Barbara Bennett, Chair; Don Webb, Registrar; Terri Brinkley; 
Samuel S. Colley-Toothaker; Jamie Bond; Sarah Gregory; Suzanne Miller; Jack Turner;           

              Nancy Oakes or the sitting Church Treasurer. 
 

             Boy Scouts Open House October 30  
   There will be an open house for potential members of Epiphany Boy 

Scout Troop 452 , and Cub Scout Pack 452 Sunday, October 30, at 5:00 

p.m. in the church Parish Hall. If you are of Boy Scout age, Grade 2 ï 4; 

or Boy Scout age Grade 5 ï 7, Please attend. Alert all potential scouts in 

our church or school or your neighborhood. Troop 452 is rapidly growing 

and very active. Pack 452 is in the organizational process. Troop 452 

meets at 5:00 Sunday afternoons, and is now selling popcorn so buy from 

our scouts. 

               Andover Back in its Pristine Form 
Re-dedication recital set for Nov. 13 
To officially inaugurate the return of the Andover, November 13 at 5:00 will be a 

recital featuring James R. Jones, organist and choirmaster at Myers Park Methodist 

Church in Charlotte accompanied by Judith Saxton, trumpeter and Marshall 

Rollings, cantor. Judith is a member of the faculty of The North Carolina School of the 

Arts, and is considered one of the best trumpet players in the nation, and James Jones is 

widely renowned. Selections will include works by Bach, Holst, Durufle, Gawthrope, 

Mendelsson-Bartholdy, Hovhaness and Locklair. 

   The 1000-1500 pipes that had to be totally re-mastered, were carefully and lovingly put back in their places the end of September 

and first week of October. It now has the brilliance and keenness that made it so distinctive before it was ñmutedò some years ago.    

How and why this was done will remain a mystery, but this was accomplished in conjunction with its scheduled 30-year refurbishing, 

and made possible by a bequeathed gift by the late Mary Carter Stone. The congregation will be forever in her debt for this generous 

gift. 

                           Red Hot Chili Cook-Off  
    Members of the church and school were treated to gastronomic delights Friday, September 

30 with the first annual Chili Cook-off. Emcee and Head Judge (or so his chefôs hat read), Don 

Webb got the pleasure of first taste and judged the entries on the basis of Appearance, 

Texture, Smell and Taste.  

   Winners were: Best Overall in Show, cooked by Donald Tavolini; Best Vegetarian, cooked 

by Jennifer Haskell; Best 3-Bean, cooked by Joanna Young-Nejad; and Best Yankee, cooked 

by Seth Fowlkes. 

More goings oné 
EES Bonfire and Campout will be held October at the athletic complex in Milton starting at 6:30 or thereabouts. 

Fellowship and smores galore(s). Directions:  Take Rt. 86 South (SoutƘ aŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘύΧΦCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ 
aŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ Ǝƻ нΦп ƳƛƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bΦ /Φ {ǘŀǘŜ [ƛƴŜ ŀǘ ±ŀƭŜǊƻ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΧ!ŦǘŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bΦ /Φ {ǘŀǘŜ [ƛƴŜΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ лΦп ƳƛƭŜǎΧWǳǎǘ 
past William Woods, CPA, PC sign on right, turn right onto Shady DǊƻǾŜ wƻŀŘΧΦDƻ нΦл ƳƛƭŜǎΧ{ŜŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘΧ¢ǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ 
for the smoke!! 

The Annual Soup Lunch in conjunction with World Hunger Day (October 16) is scheduled for 

Friday, October 14, from 11:30-1:00. The cost is $10 per person which includes soup and a handmade, 
decorated bowl created by EES students. 
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Epiphany Church Annual Blessing of the Animals 

     Sunday, October 2, in conjunction with Evensong, Epiphanyôs Nave overflowed with ñPets `nô Crittersò of all 

shapes and sizes, flesh and fur, with the annual Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, ñThe Blessing of the Animalsò. This is 

also in keeping with the Genesis story of God giving man his first task that being to name all the animals. The 

School Blessing of the Animals is scheduled for Friday, October 7 at 8:10 AM. The biggest surprise of last year was 

the blessing of a pet snake! Weôll see if it returns for a repeat performance!! The EES Blessing of the Animals is set 

for 8:10 AM, Friday, October 7. 

 

        Pumpkin Carving and All Hallows Eve Service 
The Annual Epiphany Church and School Pumpkin Carving Party and All Hallows 

Eve Service will be Friday, October 28, beginning at 5:30 PM in the Parish Hall. 

Pumpkins, carving equipment, pizza and fun decorations will be provided. Following 

will be The All Hallows Eve Service in the Nave with the lighted pumpkins arranged 

in the chancel. Please invite your friends and come for a fun evening. 

 

             Epiphany Autumn Book Sale  to benefit �´�7�K�R�V�H���L�Q���Q�H�H�G���L�Q���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�µ will be 
held Saturday, November 12, from 10:00 -2:00, and Sunday, November 13 directly after church in Wicker 
Hall. This will be preceded by a prev iew Wine & Cheese gathering, Friday, November 11, 5:30 to 7:00. 
Cost is $10 with proceeds going to the sale. Donations are requested now. So clean out your shelves or 
attic of books and audio books and bring by the church. Someone will pick up books at you r request. Call 
Dorothy Hodges in the church office or contact Kay Trakas or Janie Leigh Carter.  
 

Many in the hearing and deaf community were touched by the presence of Tom Cooney 

and his interpreter, Camie Gallo. They brought a powerful message on the importance of 

sign language to our culture and the world. Tom and Camie are the Vice President and 

President respectively of Lily the Love Frog, Inc. that promotes sign language and 

education worldwide. Tom and Camie are well known to many presidents and world 

leaders. 


