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Remember to Equalize

I am always looking for “other worldly” experiences that only God can and will
provide. These are those experiences where the “veil” that separates heaven and earth is
paper-thin. These are those experiences where we gain just a “glimpse of God” and
experience an infinitesimal fraction of God’s warmth, love and peace as they are meant for
us to feel. These are sacred moments.

Many of you may not know that | am a certified scuba diver. One of the reasons |
enjoy this sport is that diving allows me to literally enter another world; to experience a
peace and calm - a “glimpse of God” that is a similitude of those sacred moments. Still, |
am often reminded of how difficult it can be to place one’s self in the space to catch these
A sacred glimpses of God. One such reminder occurred while scuba diving with my son Sam
during our vacation in Mexico. The day was picture perfect. The sun was shining in the azure blue sky. The temperature
was a balmy eighty-five degrees and the water was bath tub warm, perfectly clear, and a breathtaking aqua green. We had
planned to dive for about sixty minutes on one of the reefs surrounding the island of Cozumel.

As we descended to about ten meters | began to have problems with pain in my ears. Now it is normal to feel
pressure in the air cavities of your body as you dive. During descent, water pressure increases and compresses the air in
your body air spaces. If you continue to descend without compensating in some way the pressure you feel can become
uncomfortable and even painful. This is called squeeze on the air space. Those of you who are divers certainly have
experienced squeeze, but non-divers may have experienced it at the bottom of a swimming pool or even at high altitudes
during a plane flight.

Compensating for squeeze is relatively easy when diving. The air space in our lungs is equalized quite readily with
the use of an air tank and regulator through which you breath normally. Compensating for squeeze in your sinuses and ears
requires a little more effort, but by wiggling your jaw back and forth or by swallowing or even pinching your nose and
blowing gently equalizes the air pressure, and the pressure and pain go away.

The pain | felt in my ears happened because | neglected to equalize during my initial descent. By the time the pain
commenced it was too late forcing me to ascend far enough to correct my error allowing me to continue my dive free from
pain. As always | was transported to places of unimaginable beauty and peace - to sacred places.

From my perspective this serves as a metaphor for our lives. We live in a world of constant pressure. The rigors of
life, the pursuits of career, wealth, and earthly pleasures are at constant odds with the life we claim as Christians. How
often we forget to equalize. How often we feel the squeeze of the world around us which at times leads to unbearable
pressure and pain.

However, as with diving we can equalize. Participation in church and our faith community...the community of
Epiphany will serve as the tank, which provides each of us the air we so desperately need for life. Prayer too serves as the
constant discipline, which equalizes the pressure, even pain, we feel from the squeeze of this earthly life. Therefore let us
not forget to equalize so that we may always be open to the unimaginable beauty and peace of God’s sacred places.

Ever faithful in Christ,

Fr. Sam+
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Thomouse muses on the large nature of smallness and seating arrangements

Have you ever seen me? Of course not, because | am little and Usain Bolt lightning lickety split fast. You might
think you catch a glimpse of me out of the corner of your eye, but by the time you actually look at me, | am gone; under a
door, behind a vase, beneath a couch cushion.

Smallness has its hazardous points and valuable perspectives. It can be dangerous to be small if something large and heavy
drops on top of you like a toppling hymnal or if you are inadvertently stepped on by a procession of choristers. Vigilance is an asset!
But, smallness also means freedom to look at things from various perspectives. Some Sundays | choose a seat near the pulpit and look
out at the congregation from the perspective of Fr. Wilson and Fr. Sam. | wonder if the fixed seating arrangements of all the faithful
give them a sense of weekly déja vu. News to them, though, when I sit by the first pew looking at the altar, | see an unchanging
seating chart for the lay readers and priests, too.

So, thank goodness for the Musical Chairs Church Picnic. At our picnic this year in Semora we all looked around for the
pews, found that they were missing and scrambled into a random seating arrangement. Perhaps the picnic excursion out of the church
building on the second Sunday after Pentecost was a renewal in seating opportunities and in spirit. At a picnic you can take a seat, any
seat, or stand and shout in a Pentecostal wind of change. And the food. Yummers! Especially the baked beans, brownies and banana
pudding, but I assure you that from my perspective all crumbs are delicious. Oh, yes, as always, please watch your step.

Yours in celebrating the warmth of summer and the growth of the church with Pentecost and Picnics, --Thomouse

Buildings and Grounds Chair celebrates stewardship of our living things

The dedication of Trinity Hall was an opportunity for our parishioners to see some of the many changes over the past
year to our buildings and grounds. The refurbishing of the house for school use has brought back some of the lovely
features of this historic site.

New plantings have accented the front of the Parish House entrance, and that of Trinity Hall, as well as clean-up of the
front of the white apartment building. There extensive plans in place for replanting the lower
courtyard of the Parish House, when it is no longer needed as a play yard. Some Ginko trees have
already been planted .

The dogwood tree planted by the EES students to commemorate the school’s first year is joined
by the dogwood tree awarded to us by City Beautiful in a lovely ceremony attended by City
Beautiful committee members, city officials, and the EES student body.

The smilax vine over the lower courtyard door of the Parish House has been pruned so that it can
be trained on a trellis, which allows us to keep it in shape. The smilax bulbs, rarities here, were
given to the church by Henrietta Abercrombie, in memory of longtime member Dorothy Graber
Turner.

The Garden area on the main street side of the church has been cleaned up and will be replanted
when needed and as the budget allows.

Our thanks go to Mrs. Brenda Craddock, our wonderful Sexton, for her care of our buildings and
grounds. And, to the EES family who show their care and respect for our church and school.

-Betty Wilson, Buildings and Grounds Chairman

Fondest best wishes to our own Julia Weatherly Messer who was ordained to the Sacred
Order of Deacons in Christ's One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church Saturday, June 12, 2010.
Freshly out of Virginia Theological Seminary, Julia will make a wonderful Priest, and our
heartfelt prayers are with her as she commences the next era in her service to God and her
fellow man.
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Seni or War d &wry MemRer QaoviastEnlightens Vestry -Joe Milam

While incomplete and ongoing, our “every member canvas” was discussed at some length at our most
recent vestry meeting. This process was initiated to facilitate a dialog between the vestry and members of our
parish. What follows is a snapshot of what we are hearing from you so far. Even at this preliminary stage, our
canvas has identified points of agreement. There is also some disagreement. This should come as no surprise.
Our parishioners care about their church, and many are willing to share their views. Members of the vestry
noted that discourse with members could be characterized as civil, constructive and positive.

Almost universally, our members share a deep appreciation of our beautiful church, and of the
quality of our worship services. Many members support recent improvements to our buildings and implementation of a more
comprehensive approach to maintenance. We also recognize and appreciate the fact that our clergy and musicians consistently offer
an outstanding worship experience.

As we initiated the canvas, a problem quickly became evident. We need to update our membership contact information. We
hope that information provided in the course of compiling our new parish directory will help accomplish this goal. However, it is
imperative that changes are promptly brought to the attention of our church office. Each member of our parish family must have an
opportunity to participate in our canvas. As a vestry, we are attempting to call each member. Even where we have accurate
information, sometimes circumstances prevent actual contact. If you have not been contacted, please contact the church office and a
meeting or discussion with a vestry member can be arranged.

Many parishioners have offered comments regarding our “Epiphany Star.” The good news is that our members know about
this publication and are concerned about its content. Some suggest it is too long and too heavily weighted towards Epiphany
Episcopal School. Others want more content. Some suggest that to save costs, it should only be published online. We will continue
to evaluate “Epiphany Star” and hope our canvas will assist in this process. While there would appear to be no strong consensus as to
certain particulars, it seems our publication is generally considered as a valuable and helpful resource. Any member who wishes not
to receive a hard copy of “Epiphany Star” should feel free to let our church office know. It is available via our web site,
www.epiphanydanville.org.

Members of the vestry received many comments and questions regarding church finances. Your vestry welcomes this. We
believe this dialog will allow our membership to recognize our needs as a parish and feel better about becoming more actively
involved and pledging. We are committed to accuracy and transparency in our financial records. We also are concerned with
developing a budget, which addresses both the short and long term needs of Epiphany Episcopal Church. By the end of July, the
bifurcation of financial records of our school and of our church will be completed. Epiphany Episcopal School is a vibrant and
significant ministry of Epiphany. However, by developing and presenting separate financial statements, we can more accurately
assess how finances are being utilized. In addition, as part of the school’s accreditation process, an audit will begin prior to the next
school year. This audit will examine accounting and financial reporting practices of both our church and school. It is premature to
make assurances, but we expect Epiphany will close the current year within budget. We recently received additional pledges and we
hope that additional pledges will continue to be made throughout the current budget year. Despite these recent additions, pledges are
expected to fall short of our budgeted target. However, we have been able to realize a number of savings on the expense side of the
budget, primarily by the existence of a number of unfilled positions. We are also considering an open forum with our Treasurer. Such
a forum would permit parishioners to have an opportunity to discuss specific financial issues and questions with our Treasurer. If you
are interested in attending such a forum, please let us know.

Christian education is an important issue to our parish. Frankly, it is a tough issue. Declining participation, and a desire to offer
an improved fellowship opportunity for families led us to move our program to Wednesday evening. Many have taken advantage of
our Wednesday evening program and have expressed support for its continuation. Others find Wednesday evening services to be
inconvenient. In an effort to accommodate all our youth, “Godly Play” is now offered Sunday mornings and a social gathering will
continue to be offered for older youth Sunday evenings. We are also considering a parents’ night out and even a homework assistance
option for school-aged children to assist families who are concerned that Wednesday’s evening program interferes with homework.
Also, language immersion camps will be offered this summer. Whatever we do, we must assure that our Christian education programs
are well attended and supported. We must also assure that Epiphany’s high standards are maintained in all our services. Your
thoughts, prayers and support are critical as we develop and improve our youth programs.

Self-critical analysis is an important tool for any organization that strives to improve and make itself more responsive. Such a
process discloses differences, but it also reveals strengths. Despite our differences, we have a great deal in common. Our parishioners
care about one another and the community at large. In a relatively short period of time, and in the midst of unprecedented economic
challenges, we have accomplished a great deal. Our musical ministry is a source of pride. It offers opportunities for participation by
parishioners of all ages, and it enriches the quality of our worship. We have established a school that is already identified as a vital
community resource. Our school is changing lives in a positive and productive manner. We have greatly improved the appearance of,
and quality of worship in, our church. You have made this possible. Epiphany should not be contented just to keep its doors open
during incredible challenges that adversely affect all places of worship in our community. Rather, we should commit ourselves to
assure that Epiphany will serve as a beacon for spiritual guidance and educational opportunity so desperately needed in our
community today.

In so doing, Epiphany offers hope for a brighter future.
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Music Program News: Report reveals the pedigree of Skinner Organ by Dale Games

i

Few churches are blessed with one fine organ, and we are blessed with two! Not
many of us can remember hearing the E.M. Skinner organ at the front of the church. It is,
however, a real jewel. It was built by the E.M. Skinner Organ Company (1927, Opus 682)
and was designed by E.M. Skinner himself, with the assistance of his close friend, T.
Tertius Noble, who played the dedicatory recital. Ernest M. Skinner (1866-1960) was the
" ' foremost organ builder of the first half of the twentieth century, his most notable opus being
the organ at Washington National Cathedral. Thomas Tertius Noble (1867-1953) was a
noted English organist and composer who spent his last forty years in the U.S., primarily as

: m

organist/choirmaster at St. Thomas’ Church, New York City.

The organ was designed specifically for the space in which it fits and to THE 2™ ANNUAL
be played in Epiphany. It is in unaltered state and remarkable condition, both SUMMER MUSIC
rare for an instrument of its age. SERIES CONTINUES:
The Skinner has recently been evaluated by John Dower, a pipe organ

. . . June 13 - Marilyn
specialist, and a written report has been submitted. The end result of the report Wienand, harp:

offers several options for us to consider: 1) fully restore the organ; 2) leave it as
is until there is money to restore it; and 3) sell it to a carefully selected buyer
committed to preserving its character and using it regularly. Option 1 carries a
big price tag, and the existing organ fund would only cover part of the cost.
The outlook for Option 3 is promising, given the organ itself and potential
interest through both the American Guild of Organists and the Organ Historical
Society, from which the plaque on the organ was given. We plan to obtain a
second evaluation by another authority in the field before make a final decision
as to how to proceed. So, watch for progress “notes” in future!

June 20 - Tim Carpenter,
bagpipes;

June 27 - New North
Carolina Ramblers -
Bluegrass;

July 4 - Alex Mitchell,
patriotic improvisations on
the Andover Organ;

July 11 - Silver Wind, flute

(*Dale Games is Finance Committee Chairman and is heading up the study and report trio;
on the condition of and recommendations for the Skinner Organ). U July 18 - Celthix —
American and Celtic Folk

Alex Mitchell announces retirement Music;
The July 4™ Patriotic Improvisations service in 0 July 25 - The Camden
the Summer Music Program will mark another Consort (an early music
milestone for Epiphany. Alex Mitchell will S E)f
officially retire and become Organist & U August 1 - Muses Delight-

Baroque Violin, Viola da

Choirmaster Emeritus. Lynn Gardner will Gamba & Harpsichord:

move up to Organist &
Choirmaster. We are blessed
to have musical talents of this caliber. Certainly our
magnificent music program can stack up with any of
its size in the world. Our warmest wishes and
humblest thanks go out to Alex - our beloved and
unparalleled “Maestro” and friend. Our
congratulations and “official welcome™ to Lynn who will carry on our unmatched tradition of musical
excellence that will be Alex’s legacy. (*A story on Alex’s life and significant accomplishments will appear in a
future edition of The Star. Be watching.)

August 8 - Danville Junior
String Quartet.

This music is offered
during the 11:00 a.m.
worship services. Tell your
friends and neighbors
about these services.
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McGovern celebrates MILESTONE
e |

S aturday. May 29, Mrs. Rebecca McGovern, a

longstanding church leader and beloved parishioner, was honored
in the celebration of her 100" birthday with a reception at Stratford
House, her current home. She was also honored at the annual
Epiphany parish picnic, June 6 at the home of Mimi and Dale
Games.

It would be impossible to gauge the positive influence
Mrs. McGovern has had on this community and church during the
last half of the 20™ Century. For the purposes of this tribute, we
will focus on two of her passions — the Epiphany Altar Guild and
the Danville City Beautiful Committee.

Mrs. McGovern came to Danville in the 1930s after
having met and married Dr. Francis McGovern while at the
University of Virginia — he in medical school, and she in the nursing program. Dr. McGovern would set up his medical
practice here. The good doctor was from Wisconsin, while Mrs. McGovern was born and bred in Albemarle County.

Mrs. McGovern was a long-standing Episcopalian and likely became involved in Epiphany Altar Guild while Dr.
George MacLintock, “Mr. Mac”, was Rector. She served faithfully for 45 years, most of the time as its Head. A plaque
that hangs outside the Sacristy was presented to her by the 1993 Vestry, and commemorates this tireless and dedicated
service. Mind you, she was always deeply involved in the church, but she was especially favored working on the Altar
Guild. In those days the Altar Guild was a bit like a sorority of sisters into which you were invited. It was smaller in
numbers then since communion was served only one Sunday per month. The Guild also made the flower arrangements
that adorned the altar every Sunday. (This was the day in which women were not in church with their heads uncovered
which attests to the transitions and shifts of tradition in the Episcopal Church witnessed by Mrs. McGovern during her
long tenure of service).

Mrs. McGovern was known as being unfailingly precise in performance of her duties and held others to the same
level of precision. She was totally dedicated to her church. It could be said that Mrs. McGovern molded the Altar Guild
into its current incarnation. She, of course, mentored countless new Altar Guild members through the years.

Mrs. McGovern had a special fondness for nature’s beauty. She was instrumental in starting the Danville City
Beautiful Committee, that required no small measure of perseverance and fortitude. Nan Freed tells that Mrs. McGovern
related how the then City Manager, Edward Temple, would not see her because he knew what she wanted, and there no
funds for such a project. After several failed attempts, Dr. McGovern told her to “get your knitting, then go down there
and sit until he will see you.” Which she did — and he did! As an outgrowth, the City Beautiful Committee was born. Mrs.
McGovern then worked tirelessly for decades and won “Keep Virginia Beautiful” beautification awards at the local and
state levels, and winning numerous first and second place medals during the annual awards in Richmond.

Itis a little known fact that in the formative days of City Beautiful, funds were virtually non-existent, so Mrs.
McGovern, along with her young son Francis, planted the trees on the old Memorial Drive along the River. They grew all
of trees in milk cartons from seedlings. Many of those trees still line the river bank and old roadway today.

Rebecca McGovern has made an incalculable impact on not only the beauty of our community and parish, but
also our lives and souls, and we salute her upon her 100" year!

*This article is based on recollections related by Nan Freed.

Mrs. McGovern at parish picnic with son Francis and Nan Freed
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EES Fifth Grader’ sfromdPesdentaGdairshleady L €

“America needs young people like you who are working hard in
school, serving your community, and dreaming big dreams.”

This is an excerpt from a letter signed by President Barack Obama in
response to a letter sent to the White
House by Epiphany Episcopal School

THE WHITE HOUSE

5t grader, Raines Wall. “I talked to S

Mr. Obama about recycling things, Apil §,2010

and how everybody should do that,” Dese Satent:

says Raines. “I gave him some ideas Thark you foe your isd ate, Your Googheul wors jon &

chonus of millices of Americans who sc cager 10 lead our Nation

on how he could get people to recycle, | e
i i o SRS e
One idea wo_uld be to requwe_people . et e o
to take cloth bags to the grocery store, and if they used plastic there wwmrfwmumm’mnmiﬁmn'
we work together.
would be an extra tax that would encourage them to use cloth bags. e il byt
They would have to pay rTlore for_usmg plastic. - N el o 8 Wl it e by
When asked what motivated him to take the initiative of writing a Sinceely.

letter, he said, “I did it because I am afraid if
people don’t start serious recycling, then the
earth will become more and more polluted,
and people will start dying.”

The Waire Mauar

Raines related that his family practices recycling, and that his Mom
el helped him with the tax idea.
e In a separate letter to Raines, First Lady, Michelle Obama, “Each of us
Mess ot | has a stake in our own future and the future of those around us. | want you to
know that you can make a difference in your community and your country.”
As for Raines Wall, he is hopeful that his future will find him as a professional football or
baseball player. “I like sports a lot!”
Whatever he chooses, we predict a very bright future for this handsome, smart and polite young
man!

Raines lives in Chatham, and is the son of Staci and Andrew Wall. His brother Turner and sister Anne-
Meadors, are rising eighth and fourth graders respectively at EES. At home is brother Charlie, 3 years, who
likely will be in the new Pre-school in the fall.
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THE PENCIL BOX..”On Being Three”

Suzanne Miller, EES Associate Headmaster

On September 1, Epiphany Episcopal School will open the doors on its
third year and will implement a new preschool program for three year olds.
Being around three year olds is special...they are invincible. Ask any three
year old to do something, or to help you do something, and the answer will
ALWAYS be an enthusiastic, “Yes, I can!” or “Yes, I can do that!” or “Yes, I
can help!” Three year olds are amazing — they have the belief and faith that
they can do ANYTHING!

But something happens as we get older. We begin to make excuses
about why we can’t or shouldn’t do things we are asked to do. We become
critical of our own efforts and of the efforts of those around us. Instead of
enthusiastically saying, “Yes, I can do that!,” we procrastinate, we make
excuses, we blame others, and sometimes even criticize those who step
forward to do the task.

Much has been written about the numerous references Jesus made to
“becoming or being” like children. Personally, I think he was telling us to be like “three year olds”...who,
when asked to help, to do, to love, to give, to serve...enthusiastically and joyfully say, “Yes, I can do that!”

In our personal and professional lives it is tempting to make excuses — the time is not right, the economy
is not stable, there are too many unknowns — and those of us who are “analyzers” often spend so much time and
energy analyzing that we either miss opportunities or are unable to take action. Instead, our task as Christians,
as community leaders, and as parents is to work together and respond to the needs and challenges in our lives
with “Yes, we can!”

Epiphany Episcopal School will soon be three. Despite the timing, the economy, and the unknowns, can
we have 100 students enrolled this year? “YES, WE CAN!”

EES to again sponsor LANGUAGE IMMERSION CAMP

Epiphany Episcopal School is sponsoring a 5-day LANGUAGE IMMERSION
CAMP (July 19 through July 2-Fpanish Frefcle r e wi
and American Sign Language - for children who have completed grades K through
5 during the 2009-2010 school year. The camp will run from 9:00 to 2:00 each day,
with a variety of daily activities that include geography, culture, storytime, drama,
puppetry, music, arts and crafts, cooking, games, and computer practice.

There is considerable research that supports the introduction of foreign
language study before children are 10 years old. The benefits are far-reaching in
terms of brain development and growth, creativity, divergent thinking, enhanced
listening skills, higher standardized test scores, and the creation of multicultural
awareness.

The cost for the camp is $125.00, which includes all materials, snacks, and
lunch. For more information or to register a child, contact EPIPHANY
EPISCOPAL SCHOOL at (434) 792-4334.
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From Dr. Jack Turner: Special thanks to all who added Epiphany Episcopal School to their Food Lion MVP Cards and who have
participated in the Educational Rewards program. The awards are paying off already with a check presented to the school. And as more
add their MVP cards, the amounts will multiply for any school use including scholarships. If you are not signed up, call Corrine at the

church office and she will handle it for you.

Landmarks
JUNE BIRTHDAYS:
1 - Otis Alexander, 2 - Cholly Bendall,
2 - Nancy Oakes, 3 - Joe Milam Jr.,
5 - Webb Maddux, 5 - Giles Thomson
6 - Helm Dobbins, 6 - Emma Maddux, 7 - Sandy Isom
8 - Ranjana Clark, 10 - Carter Light,
12 - Jennie Sue Meade, 13 - Marjorie Hoffman
13 - Patrick Williams, 16 - Bob Jiranek,
16 - lan Sampson, 18 - Jane Wiseman,
21 - Jeanne Woody, 23 - Janie Leigh Carter
24 - Shirley Hughes, 25 - Dugan Maddux
27 - Peggy Charles, 28 - Barbara Clark
29 - Monifa Williams
ANNIVERSARIES:
5 - Todd and Sandy Isom, 11 - Tommy and Margaret Williams
12 - Lenny and Rose Beaver, 16 - Dan and Sally Davis
16 - Henry and Meredith Gravely, 19 - Jack and Nan Turner
22 - Milo and Henrietta Abercrombie
22 - Frank and Marcia Turner, 30 - Ed and Carolyn Carroll

June Servers
GREETERS: Sally Davis and Kathy McDaniel

USHERS: Michael Atkins, Henry Gravely, Jonathan
Scollo, and Helm Dobbins

ALTAR GUILD: Winnifred Lindquist, Meredith Gravely,
Katie Holley-Petrick, Helen Maddux, and Nan Turner

June 13: Lay Reader-Bill Trakas; Chalicer-Kay Trakas
Crucifer-Eric Trakas Acolytes-Wilson Moore; Harper Scollo
June 20 ( F:iayReaderasie LBighygrter
Chalicer-Dale Games Crucifer-Luke Thomson Acolytes-
Lily Hungerland; Jacob McDaniel

June 27: Lay reader Wanda Vaughan Chalicer-Keith
Williams Crucifer-Monifa Williams Acolytes-Ayana
Warner; Makeda Warner




